
The GOLD learning system at a glance
Most pages are multilingual: always English and German, and usually also Russian, French, Italian,
Spanish and Polish. Where it makes sense, the example sentences come with high-quality audio.

To help you review a topic, there is a wide range of quizzes, flashcards and handouts.

And there is more to come: further modules such as IPA phonetic transcription are in
preparation.
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One syllable, many paths:
YOU 有 · 又 · 右 · 游
Using the syllable YOU as an example, this guide shows how to find,
understand, deepen and practise a Chinese syllable in the GOLD learning
system. There is no fixed order. Each station looks at YOU from a different
angle, and the same path works for every one of the 406 syllables.
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1 Getting started: finding YOU
The quickest way to find a syllable is the full search LEX ALLE. It searches all
vocabulary levels at once, from LEX1 to LEX7–9.

The search looks for whole syllables: “you” finds 有 yǒu, 没有 méiyǒu or 朋友 péngyou in all tones, but not
random letter sequences such as in dōu. Upper and lower case, tones and spaces do not matter. At the top,
an overview shows how the 166 hits are distributed across levels, tones and characters. Clicking a character
such as 有 or 游 filters the list.

Fig. 1 · LEX ALLE: “you” returns 166 words. The syllable is highlighted in every word.

Word and character: Topic 3660

Topic 3660 in Grid X breaks every LEX1 word down into its characters and shows the role each character
plays: meaning (MEANING), ending (SUFFIX), grammar (GRAMMAR) or sound value (SOUND). For 有的, for
example, you can see at once that 有 carries the meaning and 的 is grammatical.
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Fig. 2 · Topic 3660: the 15 LEX1 words containing YOU, classified character by character.

The Pinyin family in Grid VII

When you hover over YOU in the Pinyin matrix of Grid VII, the family card appears. It shows which radicals
and Greenstones belong to the syllable: the radicals R029 又 and R164 酉 and the Greenstone M314 有.

Fig. 3 · Grid VII: family card YOU with 2 radicals and 1 Greenstone.

2 The YOU cell in Grid IX
Grid IX is the hub for every syllable. Each cell of the matrix contains three pages, marked
by three coloured dots.
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C3124
CARDS · sentence cards

S2719
SUMMARY · overview

U2719
PIN LEX ·

word↔character

The three numbers below the codes show how many sentence cards there are per level: for YOU 8 · 5 · 15
(LEX1 · LEX2 · LEX3). When you hover over the cell, an overview with all links appears, including the radicals
in Grid VIII.

Fig. 4 · Grid IX: the YOU cell with the three codes and the info window.
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3 Blue dot: sentence cards C3124
The sentence cards show every word in a complete sentence. For YOU there are 28
cards, ordered from LEX1 (#1441 有) to LEX3, plus one card with cross-connections.

Each card breaks the sentence down twice, once in Pinyin and once in Hanzi, naming the word class and
function of each part. Below follow the translation, a literal translation and grammar notes. The language can
be switched at the top.

Fig. 5 · C3124: card selection at the top, below it card #1441 我有一个哥哥。
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Fig. 5b · Card #1447 右 yòu: 到了路口，请往右走。 broken down in Pinyin and Hanzi.

4 Gold dot: Summary S2719
The summary is the overview of the whole syllable family: which characters exist, how
frequent they are and at which LEX level they occur.

Summary I lists the most important characters and words with tone, meaning, LEX level, frequency and word
class. Summary II adds further words. At the end, a comparison table puts the seven core characters 有 · 友 ·
又 · 游 · 邮 · 优 · 幽 side by side, so that the characters that sound alike can be told apart.
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Fig. 6 · Summary I: 有 yǒu LEX1, 又 yòu LEX2, 游 yóu LEX3 …

Fig. 7 · Summary and mini comparison of the seven core characters.
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5 Green dot: PIN LEX U2719
The PIN LEX page is the most detailed station. It covers each YOU character
individually, with all its meanings, word combinations and example sentences.

At the very top are the radicals (R029 又, R164 酉) and the Greenstone M314 有. Below them is the PIN-
TABLE: eleven tiles from 又 (1) to 幽 (11). Clicking a tab opens the character with its range of meanings, a
word list with example sentences and the section Grammar & Structure.

Fig. 8 · U2719: header with radicals and Greenstone, PIN-TABLE 1–11 and range of meanings of 又.

SON: the character within the character

Some positions in the PIN-TABLE have an a-variant marked SON (English: son). It shows the same character
as a component of other characters. These “sons” do not have to sound the same; they simply contain the
character. YOU has three such positions:
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Position Character found for example in

1a · R029s 又 (SON) 友 · 双 · 对

4a 由 (SON) 油 · 邮 · 笛

7a · R164s 酉 (SON) 酒 · 酸 · 醒

The BAI example shows the principle particularly clearly: under 2a 白(SON) you find 的 de, 怕 pà, 拍 pāi and
原 yuán. All of them contain 白, yet none is pronounced bái.

Fig. 8b · Example BAI (U2739): 2a 白(SON), i.e. 白 as a component of 的 · 怕 · 拍 · 原.
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Fig. 9 · Word list for 又: 又一次 · 又称 · 又名 · 又好又多 with example sentences.

Fig. 10 · Grammar & Structure: four uses of 又, similar characters.
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6 Context: families, word classes, Greenstone

The 40 major PIN families

The 40 most important syllable families have their own pages with key characters, core words, meaning fields
and sentence-building tricks. YOU is not one of these 40 families. The figures therefore show the YI family
for comparison.

Fig. 11 · The Major PIN Families: overview, starting with YI.
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Fig. 12 · Sentence-building trick page of the YI family (reference).

Word classes: Topic 801

Topic 801 assigns every word of a syllable to its word class: noun, verb, adjective, pronoun and so on. When
YOU is expanded, 49 entries appear, grouped into LEX1 (15), LEX2 (14) and LEX3.

Fig. 13 · Topic 801: YOU expanded, LEX1 with word classes.
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Fig. 14 · Continued: end of LEX1, start of LEX2 (加油, 旅游, 油 …).

Greenstone M314 有

Greenstones are selected key characters with their own page in seven languages. For YOU this is 有: its
meaning, its structure of 又 (hand) above 月 (flesh) and the most important words.
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Fig. 15 · Greenstone M314 · Topic 2440: 有 yǒu in seven languages.

7 Practising with flashcards
For review there are flashcards for all 500 LEX1 words.

Each card shows the character, Pinyin, phonetic transcription and tone, with the meaning in seven languages
on the back. With “Got it” and “Again”, the page remembers your progress in your own browser. The keyboard
works too: arrow keys to browse, space bar to flip.
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Fig. 16 · Flashcard #447 右 yòu (LEX1).

8 Radicals in Grid VIII
Grid VIII contains the 214 radicals and 115 Greenstones. A search for “you” finds three
pages.

Topic 2129 is radical 029 又 (hand), Topic 2264 is radical 164 酉 (wine jar), and Topic 2440 is Greenstone
M314 有. Anyone who knows the radicals will recognise them in many other characters: 又, for example, is
found in 友 and 有.
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Fig. 17 · Grid VIII: a search for “you” gives three hits.

Fig. 18 · The three tiles: 029 又 · 164 酉 · M314 有.

9 PIN-RANKING: Topic 821
Topic 821 ranks all 406 syllables by priority.

● means from LEX1, ◐ from LEX2 and ○ from LEX3. YOU has ●, so it belongs to the basic vocabulary. The
row contains the links to the sentence cards and the summary, as well as all glossary words beginning with
YOU: 8 · 8 · 13 in LEX1 · LEX2 · LEX3.

Fig. 19 · Topic 821: Y row with YOU (● · 8 · 8 · 13).
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Why different numbers? Each station counts something different, and all the numbers are
correct: Topic 821 counts words that begin with YOU (有名, 右边 …). Topic 801 and the full
search count every word in which YOU occurs, including 没有 or 朋友. Grid IX counts the
available sentence cards.

10 YOU in numbers

166
words with YOU across

all LEX levels

28
sentence cards (+1

cross-connection)

11
characters in the PIN-

TABLE

2 + 1
radicals + Greenstone

Tone Words Most frequent characters

1st tone yōu 20 优 · 忧 · 悠 · 幽

2nd tone yóu 50 游 · 由 · 油 · 邮 · 犹 · 尤

3rd tone yǒu 74 有 · 友

4th tone yòu 14 右 · 诱 · 幼 · 又 · 佑

neutral you 8 友 in 朋友 · 男朋友 · 女朋友 …, 悠

有 alone occurs in 64 of the 166 words. Anyone who has mastered 有 and 没有 has already understood a
large part of the family.

Applicable to every syllable: Search in LEX ALLE → cell in Grid IX → blue, gold and green
dot → context and practice. The same steps unlock every one of the 406 syllables.
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